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due to causes that are accidental, temporary, and removable, or to causes 
that are fundamental and ineradicable. In other words, is this difference 
a matter of opportunity, or of heredity ? " 

The answer is not certain, the author admits, but concludes that the 
main factor is to be found in " race heredity," because " everything in the 
power of educator, philanthropist, and lawgiver has been done for the 
equalization of opportunity." 

It will occur to every person who knows anything about the race 
problem in America that this is a monstrous conclusion. As a matter of 
fact the colored children in the high schools of New York suffer : 

1. From poor training in southern schools, whence the majority of 
them come; 

2. From the necessity of working their way through school, thus 
having little time for study or recreation; 

3. From home surroundings, which do not encourage study and do not 
afford the kind of help which high-school home study calls for ; 

4. From a lack of that general social contact out of which the ordi- 
nary white boy in the big city gets so much of his education. 

Other groups of students of all races suffer to some extent from similar 
difficulties, but it can easily be proven that the colored student suffers a 
little more from the causes enumerated. Is it not then reasonable to 
assume that lack of opportunity rather than " race heredity " fully ac- 
counts for the comparatively small differences which the author finds? 

Beyond this, the reader of a study like Miss Mayo's feels impelled to 
criticize the underlying method. The material relied upon is so small and 
so questionable that no author would dare to use it for any conclusion 
except one of which the public approves. 

Suppose, for instance, that the native-bom American in this study 
had been compared with Russian Jews in the high schools, or that persons 
of Irish descent had been compared with Germans. Before any author 
would have dared to come to conclusions he would have built up a body 
of facts extending over long periods. Undoubtedly, the statistical method 
is going to be used in psychology more and more in the future, but it is 
going to call for a system of enumeration and a weighing of probable 
evidence and a definition of terms of which this author shows no ade- 
quate conception. 

W. E. B. DuBois. 
New York City. 
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